
Senior Year: 101



The Counseling Department
Last Name of Student:

A - D Mr. Robinson 324-2493 jrobinson@helenaschools.orgaschools.org

E -K Mrs. Meldrum 324-2491 dmeldrum@helenaschools.org

L-Ri Mrs. Boggs 324-2492 bboggs@helenaschools.org

Ro-Z Mrs. Decker 324-2490 cdecker@helenaschools.org

Career & College Counselor

Ms. Aspen Herndon 324-2483 aherndon@helenaschools.org



Graduation Requirements
Code Credit Type # of Credits Required

(ENG) English 4

(SST) Social Studies (World cultures) 1

(GOV) American Government 1

(USH) American History 1

(SCI) Science 2

(MTH) Math 3

(HP) Human Performance 1.5

(HE) Health 0.5

(FA) Fine Arts 1

(VOC) Career and Tech Ed 1

(ELE) Electives 7

Total 23

Any class above Grad requirements counts as Electives, no matter the code



Understanding Your Transcript

Classes
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We must put the official 

legal name on your 

Transcript and Diploma

Does it match your 

driverôs license/birth 

certificate?

When filling out 

applications, please use 
your legal name

Your Name Belongs Here

Earning Your Diploma



B.E.A.R. Award

Bruin Educational Achievement Recognition or B.E.A.R. for short. 

To be eligible for the recognition, students must complete the following

- 10 or more Honors, Advanced Placement, or Accelerated courses

- Earn a B or better in all 10 courses

- 7 of  the 10 courses must be from core academic areas (English, Math, Social Studies, Science, or 

Foreign Language

- Graduate with a minimum of  26 credits

- Cumulative GPA of  3.5 or above

- No outstanding disciplinary issues

- Be involved in 2 school related activities

- Complete an application senior year. 

Application is in the career center, check with your counselor if  you have questions

APPLICATION IS DUE MARCH 1 st 



Advanced Placement
Your AP teachers have or will be giving you your AP join codes.

You need to sign up for your College Board AP account ASAP and make sure you are listed in 

the correct courses. 

Registration will start September 22nd

The deadline to register for AP exams will be November 13th . 

Exams are $40 (School district is covering the rest )  there is a fee $40 for late sign up or dropping

We will follow the standard AP exam schedule 

Exams will be between May 4th - May 15th. 

Check your AP Central account for your specific test date. 



AP Course Transfer Credits
Did you know there is a way to see how every college will accept your AP scores?

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/getting-credit-placement/search-policies

You can search colleges you are interested in attending and it will list all AP classes, the score needed, and the college 
course they will give you credit for, and the number of  credits they will award you.  

Here is an example

Montana State 

English Language- Score needed 4, Writing 101 3 credits

English Literature- Score needed 3, Lit 110 3 credits

University of Montana

English Language- Score needed 3, Writing 101 3 credits

English Literature- Score needed 4, Lit 110 3 credits

Carroll College

English Language- Score needed 5, Eng Writ 102 4 credits

English Language- Score needed 4, Eng Writ 101 3credits

English Literature- Score needed 4, Eng Lit 215 3 credits
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Transcript Requests

Helena Public Schools has partnered with 

Parchment to deliver secure electronic transcripts 

to colleges. 

While you are still enrolled at CHS it will be free 

to use the parchment service. 

You will need to register for a parchment account 

on parchement.com

Make sure you use your legal name and a personal 

email address to link your account



Graduation

Four Year College

Two Year College

Diploma/

Accuplacer

For Placement

Technical College
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Military
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Training

Graduation is the start, 
not the finish line!



CHS Career Center

Ms. Aspen Career Counselor offers the following services 
Job Opportunities
https://chs.helenaschools.org/departments/counseling-and-career-center/

College and Military Visits
Post by senior wall & on our social medial accounts

Scholarship Searches
https://chs.helenaschools.org/departments/counseling-and-career-center/

Letters of Recommendation
How many do I need? Who should I ask?

College/Personal Essay
How to bolster your college, military, or employee application

Services offered:Internships, careers, college searches, scholarships,financial aid, and other post-secondary 

opportunities.
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Not sure where to start?
Use Montana Career Information System!

Research Careers  
Interest Inventories   College Searches



Fall College to do list

* Start Letters of  Recommendation: (3) Request these letters with at least a 2-week notice, forms available in 

Career Center.

* Start working on your college application essays: Have a teacher read and discuss the essays with you.

*Create an account with applymountana.mus.edu for Montana college application submissions

*Participate in College Application Week: Sept 22-26th

*Meet with Ms. Aspen to discuss scholarships, financial aid, and admissions questions.

*Create a FSA ID and FAFSA account



College Visits/ Recruiters

1. Parent excuse student prior to absence.

2. Obtain written verification from college official and give to CHS 

attendance. Absence will be changed to School Related.

Each CHS Student is allowed 2 excused absences of  college 

visits each year

College Reps are also visiting CHS often in the Career Center

1.Listen to the announcements, follow our social media accounts, 

NextGrad Screen in the foyer, or check the Counseling Department 

page for announced visits. 

2. Sign-up ahead of  time in counseling office.

3. Counseling office will send pass to attend.



College Application Week

Sept 22nd-26th

During CAW, you can make an appointment 
with the career center to get help with your 
college applications

Students will be able to apply to any college 
in Montana for free during CAW week 
(public and private schools)
You will get to come in during English classes 
that week


